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Rules of the Road
Bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as motorists.
Under state law, bicycles are considered vehicles. Cyclists should
obey all traffic laws, signs and signals.

Always ride with the flow of traffic. It’s the law-and safer for you.
Motorists, pedestrians, and other cyclists do not expect to see you
riding against traffic, and your chances of having an accident increase
dramatically.

Ride as far right as is safe and reasonable. You may move towards the
center of the lane when passing another vehicle, preparing for a left
turn, avoiding hazards or obstacles, or riding at the same speed as
traffic. Before moving out into the roadway for any reason, always look
behind you, signal and yield to traffic.

Use hand signals to indicate turns, lane changes and stops. Signal
before, not while you make your move.

Pass on the left side of slower bicycles as other vehicles do.

Follow lane markings. When approaching an intersection, make sure
you’re in the appropriate lane for your direction of travel. Never go
straight through in a turning lane; turn left from the right lane or ride
between lanes.

Use a headlight, taillight and reflectors.

Remember, pedestrians have the right of way when they are crossing
the street.

Safety Tips
Always wear a helmet. Three out of four bicycling deaths are caused
by head injury. Bicycle Helmets can reduce the risk of head injury by
up to 85 percent. This means that wearing a helmet can save your life.

Make sure your helmet fits properly. Your helmet should fit comfortably
and securely. It should be worn so that it is level on the head.

Be alert at intersections. Make your presence known! Signal your
intentions! Make eye contact with drivers. Never assume motorists see
you or that you have the right of way. Expect the unexpected; your first
responsibility is to avoid a crash.

Leave room for right-turning vehicles when stopped at a red light. Look
behind you to see if a driver is signaling and move your bike to the left if
necessary.

Be visible! Wear bright colors during the day and white or reflective
clothing at night. Headlights and a rear reflector are required. The
more lighted and reflective you are, the safer you will be.

Cross railroad tracks perpendicularly to prevent catching a wheel and
falling.

Be aware of changing road conditions. Make turns and stops gradually on
loose or slippery surfaces, or when riding in the rain. Slow down on
unfamiliar streets. Be cautious when riding at sunrise or sunset. Watch
your balance when riding in a crosswind.

Give an audible signal when you pass a pedestrian or someone traveling
more slowly than you are, whether you are on the street or a path.

Respect and be considerate of other road, path and trail users.
Remember, courtesy is contagious!

For more information about safety and rules of the road, contact the
Colorado Department of Transportation Bicycle/Pedestrian Program at
(303) 757-9982 and request a copy of the Colorado Bicycle Manual
(1993).

RTD bike-n-Ride Program

The bike-n-Ride program offers bike racks on all buses, and will allow
you to transport bicycles in the luggage compartment on a space-
available basis when you board regional buses at designated baggage
stops. These services make bike-bus travel convenient. For schedules,
stops and information call (303) 299-6000 or visit the web site at

Six Steps for Using the Bus Bike Rack:

Remember that RTD is not responsible for any damage to your bike so
be sure to load your bike securely onto the rack as follows.

1. When the bus arrives at your stop, indicate to the driver that you will
be loading your bicycle onto the rack.

2. To release the rack, squeeze the center handle and slowly lower it.

3. Place your bicycle into the wheel well, making sure that the front
wheel is placed on the side labeled “front wheel.”

4. Pull up and out on the support arm and hook the arm securely over the
top of your front wheel.

5. When you reach your destination, notify the driver that you will be
unloading your bicycle and use the front door to exit the bus.

6. If you are the last person to unload your bicycle, please return the
rack to its upright position.

B i k e s o n R e g i o n a l a n d s k y R i d e B u s e s
All Regional and skyRide buses are accessible by bike. No permit is
required for this service. You may either use the bike rack on the front
of the bus, or you may load your bike inside the baggage bins. Bikes and
baggage are loaded on a first-come first-served basis. The five easy
steps to load your bicycle into a baggage bin are:

1. When the bus arrives, remain in line with your bicycle to prevent
losing your place in line. Luggage and bicycles will be loaded before the
passengers board the bus.

2. Always allow the operator to open and close the luggage
compartment.

3. Remove your front wheel (if quick release) and load your bicycle as
compactly as possible into the baggage bin to accommodate additional
bicycles or baggage.

4. Once you have loaded your bicycle, you may return to your place in
line and board the bus.

www.rtd-denver.com/SpecialRides/B_n_Ride/index.html

RTD is not responsible for lost or stolen bicycles. It is advised to sit
near the front of the bus so that you may monitor your bike during
your ride.

Rules for Multi-Use Paths
Ride, skate or walk on the right with the flow of traffic, single

file.

Don’t block the trail.

Control your speed.

Who should yield the trail?

REMEMBER...

SHARE THE ROADS, PATHS AND TRAILS

Groups should be in single file when other

trail users are present and should never use more than one-half

of the trail to allow for the flow of traffic.

Obey speed regulations. Slow down and

use caution when approaching or overtaking other trail users.

Before passing another trail user

be courteous and make your approach known. A friendly

greeting, or ringing a bell is considerate. Bicyclists, skaters,

walkers and others yield to equestrians. Bicyclists and skaters

yield to pedestrians. Bicyclists yield to skaters. Downhill users

yield to uphill users. Faster users yield to slower users.

Stay on existing trails and don’t create new trails.

Follow the law

Be predictable

Be courteous

Be visible

Legend

Bicycle Facilities

bike lane

bike lane (single lane)

bike lane (contra-flow)

bike route

bike route (paved shoulder)

multi-use (paved)

multi-use (soft surface)

Map symbols

colleges & universities

hospitals

Recreation centers

trail heads with parking

trail crossing (above grade)

trail crossing (below grade)
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